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Editor,. News-Press: It i#"
{}Ja tragedy of the first order.
'to watch a man (Sidney :
{Hook—Sﬂnday, March 20,:
. leiters), who writes books in; !
¢ lucid logical fashion, pursu-;
king the patently propagan-f
$dist view that we will not’,
i~interfere with the will of the,;
;{p(:ople ‘of .other nations to |
. choose their own leaders. I¢
“have read several of Pro- i
* fessor Hook’s books and felt
i them refreshingly rational,
‘ 'Recent history indicates |
+ that we believe in se]f—de-]
termination only when it
j. Boes our way. On this point’
{ our hands are dirty! Did we -
. oppose Diem when he€ abro--
; gated the results of free!
" elections? I don’t mean-just |
tithe fact that he refused to)!
{.hold the famous 1954 elec-
- tions; ‘but that he literally i .
voided elections when the't
- results didn’t suit him. Did
i Wwe invade the Dominican
Republic when the military
junta overthrew the freely |
; elected Bosch? How about |
-the many times the military :
;.of South . America voided j
. elections which elected (free- |
Iy!) Tleftists? What sense
.does the argument “no com-
;~munist regime (national)
-has ever come to power ini
:a free election”” makeé when
7 every time any government
; Which even closely resem-
j bles communism is .elected!
¢ -we either "acquiesce, i
+ the storjes_about the
’
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rare ftrue, deliberately™ T .
MGt the abrogation ofthe"

resy ol the free-elections 73
It-is-surprising 15 see Pro.:
; fessor Hook resorting to this)
E'vfot_m‘ of pompous, but emp- |
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-ty, self-tighteousness, .: , <y
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" " On the other hand, we’

7 moved quickly to assure:
- that the supporters of the,
¢ freely elected Bosch would:

[not overthrow the military

-,

. junta! What is even more.
distressing, we provide the
. military aid which allows
f the military to prevent the:
"will - of the people being
“served! In further evidence:
i- that we only believe in seli-
i  determination when it goes‘s
»-our way, no less a person}
¢-than Eisenhower himself}
« suggests that the 1954 elec-|
F‘.’ tions would have been won
- by the communists in Viet- i
!' nam. No wonder we dldn’t.;z :
i allow them! : !
¥ Tragically we have actedi
[ in wavs contrary to our:
L’ ideal of democratic_self-de- '
¢ termination,’ The only thing
. that! we can hope to prove
. In Vietnam. is that Mao's
f whrs of liberation will not
;‘ be tolerated. If we want to
. change our.ways and act
1- consonant to our ideals, we
. had better seriously .w.ork
{ for an independent pacifica-
tion force in Vietnam and
accept the will of the peo-.
\plel. T see no evidence to in-
' fdi;'dte that.we are doing so. |
£y Eugene D, Gingerich'
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